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games usu-ally are associatetl with sport and 
recreation among ein/Tghtened people." Such games also were 
associated witi rejcreation and sport among native hlorth 
Americans., But\ in' addition the functional significance of 
games in North Amer^ican Indian cultures extended also to * 
ceremonicij 1 ife. v " V ' 

, \ . - ■ . ' ■ 

Probl em V , 

Th-e problem undAr i nvesti g'ati pn concerned itself with 
determining th,e association, of North Ameriqan Indian athletic 
games with ceremon i es and with organizing the poss^ible resulting 
association. The primary problem had two\^-prob1 ems . One 
concerned the possible linkage of individual gehn^s with sub- 
divi'sions of tri bal* ceremonies . The second sub-prob>em 
involved the possible linkage of/particular tribes with^^ 

ceremonial subdi vi s ians . • ^N, 

• • - ' ■ . * 

Procedure and Definitions ' • . 

Data f^or this investigation were researched from the 
forty-eight Annual Re ports of the Bureau of American EthonoVogy . 
Smithsonian Institution published from 1881 to 193^3 and the 
eighty-four vol umns. of .the American Anthropologist publi&hpd 
from 1888 to 1974. Observational reports from such preeminent . 
early American ethnologists as George fiird Grinnell, >. 
George A. Qorsey, James Moon'^y, Walter Hoffma/i, . . - 
Matilda Coxe Stevenson, and Lewis L. Meeker Were included heavily 
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iji ^the data source. In addi ti o.n , the ob^erva'tl ons of the 

noted, early h'istjorlans of the North Am'erlcan Indian, 

James Adair, lewis Henry Morgan, Henry Rowe School craft/ and 

George Cat! i n , al so were i ncl uded . 

Collected from^the written accounts were d i rect^ state- 
's •. , 

ments 'verifying relationships between North American Indi an 



.athletic games and cer^moni es of the culture. I^eliminary 
investigation revealed ^at ceremony-athl etic /ame relation- 
stiips in North American li^diap cultures were/capabl e 'of b^ping 
Organized into four somewha"^ distinct divi^ons: (1) 
Ceremojiial Life S^i^taining Rites, (2) Cerimonial ^ame Success 
Rites, (3) Ceremonial Rituals^, and (4) c4remoni al Accompaniments 
' A'thl etic games and tribal units were e/amined as they related 
to' these - d'3'>vi s i ons . 

^ , The operational characteristics of categorical terms 
basic to the tnves ti gati on ,were defined: 

(1) Game. A contest' characteri 2ed by (a) orgart^zed play, 
. -(b) two or more sides, (c) criteria for determining 

the winner, and (d) agreed upon rules. ^ - 

(2) Ceremonial 1 i f e .susta i ni hg riteS.* Formal-dignified 
^ . acts- on special occasions invoking the- i ntervention 

of a supernatural bei rvg with regard to a basic need 
of life. ' 

(3) Ceremonial game success rites. Solemn practices in- 
voking the intervention of a supernatural being with 
regard to the exp/jicit function of success in the game 

(4 ) Ceremonial rituals. Formal gestur'fis as dance , taboos , 
ancl charms on special occasions. . 

(5) Ceremonial accompaniments. Acts which took place 
along side but not as an integral part of a solemn 
practice . * • / 
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There ^ere a number of limitations inherent in the study: 

(1.) While North American Indian games Included both games 
of chance and games of athjetic skill, this study 
yms restricted to ceremoni al^'aspects of athletic 
garn^es. Those athl eti c games .1 ncl uded the North 
American Indian ball games of racket, doubleball, 
shinny, and kickball; the dart, arrow, and javelin 
games of darts, archery, hoop and pole, ring and 
pin, and snowsnake; and the footraces which Included 
relay races and kicked stick races.- 
» ■ •• 

(2) Collected data were restlcted to accounts dealing 
with North American Indians residing within the 
North American territorial confines of present day 
United States of America and Canada. 



Resul ts 

From the data researched, forty-six examples of North 
American Indian athletic game-ceremonial relationships were 

collected--forty-six examples with some positive relationship 

I. 

Of a trlbe-game-ceremony trichotomy. Thirty-one tribes were 
represented In the data. 

Preliminary examination had developed a division of the 
ceremony varlent into four categories, not mutually exclusive. 
Within ceremonial life sustaining rites, the athletic game was 
an essential action in a religious practice, the Implicit 
function of which was related to a basic need of life. The 
research revealed twenty such tribal ceremonial rites involving 
athletic games. S'eventeen of these rites were supplication rites; 
five petitioned for h'e'alth and longevity, five for success in 
the hunt, and five for rain. Supplication ceremonial rites 
also were held for medicine and to hasten the spring of the year. 

Celebration rites involving athletic games were held by 
three tribes to celebrate success In the hunt and harvest; 
specifically to> celebrate the capture of a whale, the first run 
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of salmon, and the harvest* of corn- In addl 1 1 on an athl eti c 
game w^s held in one instance as*a penetentlal -reparation rite 
and in one instance as a funeral rite. 

The North American Indian ajuW-^tic games most/tlosely 
associated with life sustairj>f{g rites were haop^nd p^le and 
the footraces with sevej3>^nd six, associations respectively. ^' 

Southwest cultiw*e area I ndf ans - -Zun i ^ewa , Keres, ' 
White Mountain ^^che, and J i'caf i 11 a^Apachie , with the Zuni 
in particulars-accounted for nfne of the tv^tfenty tribal 
athleti^^ames held as life si^staining rites. In addition, 
the/Kuicon, Menominee, and Sau/ji: and Fox of th? Northeast 
Woodlands; the fawnee, Oglal^ Dakota, and Omaha of the Plains; 
the Makah and Wasco of the Northwest Coast; the Klamath of the 

Plateaus; and the Pitkachi OfCalifornia utilized athletic games as 

• / ^ 

ceremonial life sus-taining /rites . 



While athletic games were inherent in a number of native 

American life sustaining yfites, ceremonial rites invoking game 

r 

success also were exemplified in the data- In these rites the 
supernatural was inyok^d to aid in the success of th6' res|iec t i ve 
"contestant; winning the contest was the important element. 
Medicine men invoked the ass i stance of the tutelary^ guardians 
or protexrtors. Shamen conjured to make medicine and to bring 
supernatural* powers to the athletes of a particular side a^d to 
compass, the defeat and even to disab^le or bring death to a rfval • 
From the forty-six examples exempl ify i ng> the tribe-athletic game- 
ceremony trichotomy, ten illustrations of ceremonial game success 
rites were present. Six of -the ten *were mutually excl us i ve ' wi th 
the" life susjr^tining ceremonial rites; four were dual -purposed . 
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The at^hlettc games of racket, footracing, and hoop -and ' 
pole were the North American Indian athletic games in which 
, game success rites were present, with six, two,' and two examples 
^ respectively from the data researched. 

Southeast Woodlands Indians""* Cherokee, Choctaw, and 
Creek--1nvok'ed' the supernatural for success In thelr^games of 
racket and the Menominee of the Northeast Woodlands also- 
The Zuni and Jiqarilla Apachei invoked their supernatural 
spirits for success fn the footraces while White Mountain 
Apache and Teton Dakota manifested the ceremonial game success 
rite in hoop and pole, . 

Ceremonial rituals also played a part 1n the native Ameri- 
can ceremony-athletic game relationship. The' data yielded 
twenty-seven instances of ceremonial rituals occurring with 
native American athletic games. Ceremonial ritual was as likely 
to occur with ceremonial rite as it was not; in thirteen instances 
ritual occurred with rite and in fourteen, ritual occurred in 
the absence of rite, ^ , 

Fourteen positive ceremonial rituals were evidenced from 
the data: feasts, fasts, diets, costume and decoration, dance 
and music, smoking, yi gi 1 s , taboos , charms and medicine ointment, 

sacred substances, offerings or sacrificed bbjects, emetics, 

I,' 

mortification, and washing. The rituals which took place with 

greatest frequency with tribal athletic games were costume 

and decora ti on and dance and music, "These rituals were citetj 

sixteen and fifteen times or in at least half of all instances 

' when rit^uals were observed. Those rituals cited above the mean 

number of citations, five, were f^aSts, charms or medicine- 
ointment, and vigils. ^ f 
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Ceremonial .ritual s were positive most often with the game 
of racket--f if teen .of the twenty-seven references from the 
' d5itei."^Athl eti c game ceremonial rituals were present in six 
tribal cultures for the footrace' and averaged three rituals 
per reference, the -same as in racket. 

The use of ceremonial rituals was especially notable 
in particular tribes. Specific trtbes practiced from one to 
seven rituals with particular games, three being the mean. 
Those tribes u t i 1 i z i ng more than three rituals were the ^ 
Cherok^e< Canadian Iroquois^, Jicaril 1 eT^ffp^he, Zuni, and 
Choc ta) 

In addition to athletic game ceremonial rites and cere- 
monial rituals, at times athletic gamo^^were the accompaniment 
^ of native American rel i gious and civil ceremony^ In such 
instaNQ^ces the athletic games were not a part of rite nojr did 
ceremonial ritual augment the athletic game. Rather the 
athletic games were adjuncts of the ceremonies added for the 
amusement and social life of the members ofthe tribe. There 
were seven examples of this in the data. 

The ggmes that accompanied ceremonies as amusements were 

racket, hoop and pole, and snowsnake, with racket exhfbltlng 
four examples of the seven. 

Northeast Woodland Indians* especial ly, Five Nations 
Iroquois, Winnebago, and Huron, utilized athletic games in this 
manner. With the Five Nation Iroquois, athletic games accom- 
pani^ed their Mourning Councils, civil ceremonies whose purpose 
was to raise up sachems^ . and. the1 r relfglous f es ti val s- - the 

i 
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Maple, Strawberry* Plantlhg, Green Corn, l(arves t and New 
Year' s festival s . 

^ In conclusloTi, based upon the accounts from' which the 
data were^drawn. North American Indian 'athletic games were 
not without ceremonial ^ relationship. Indee^d, within Native 
North^America; athletic games were integrated into tribal 
ceremonial . cul ture in a number of ways". 
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